AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer implemented server method executed 

2 by a server that comprises hardware components for dynamically managing a user 

3 software license, the method comprising: 

4 receiving at least one request at the server from a client to access at 

5 least one feature of a software program, each request 

6 including identification information concerning the user 

7 and a hardware configuration identifier concerning a 

8 computer associated with the user, wherein the hardware 

9 configuration identifier comprises information about a 

1 0 spooifio number p lurality of hardware components in the 

1 1 computer associated with the user; 

12 responsive to receiving a request, retrieving stored software license 

13 information concerning the user at the server, the stored 

14 software license information corresponding to the received 

15 identification information and including a stored hardware 

16 configiiration identifier concerning the computer associated 

1 7 with the user wherein the stored hardware configuration 

1 8 identifier comprises information that is previously stored 

1 9 regarding a sp e cific numb e r p lurality of the hardware 

20 components of the computer system, and a stored hardware 

2 1 configuration identifier modification date; 

22 comparing the received hardware configuration identifier to the 

23 stored hardware configuration identifier at the server, to 

24 determine whether the received hardware configuration 
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1 identifier is acceptably similar to the stored hardware 

2 configuration identifier by determining whether the 

3 information about a specific number t he plurality of 

4 hardware components in both the hardware configuration 

5 identifiers is identical ; 

6 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier being 

7 identical to the stored hardware configuration identifier. 

8 returning software license information concerning the user to the 

9 client from the server: 

10 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier being 

11 acceptably similar but not identical to the stored hardware 

12 configuration identifier, comparing the stored hardware 

13 configuration identifier modification date with a current 

14 date at the server: and 

15 responsive to the current date being later than the stored hardware 

16 configuration identifier modification date, and the 

17 difference between the current date and the stored hardware 

18 configuration modification date being greater than a 

19 permitted value. 

20 returning software license information concerning the user to the 

21 client from the server . 

1 2. (Canceled). 

1 3. (Currently amended) The server method of claim 2 claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 responsive to the current date being later than the stored hardware 

4 configuration identifier modification date and the current 

5 dat e satisfying a sp e cifi e d modification fr e qu e nc y and the 

6 difference between the current date and the stored hardware 
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7 configuration modification date being greater than a 

8 permitted value : 

9 updating the stored software Hcense information 

1 0 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 1 hardware configuration identifier with the received 

12 hardware configuration identifier; 

13 updating the stored software license information 

1 4 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 5 hardware configuration identifier modification date 

16 with the current date; and 

17 returning software hcense information concerning the user 

1 8 indicating that the user is licensed to run the software, the 

1 9 software license information including the received 

20 hardware configuration identifier and current date. 

1 4-28 (Canceled). 

1 29. (Currently amended) A computer system for dynamically managing a 

2 user software license, the computer system comprising: 

3 a processor; 

4 a memory; 

5 a software portion programmed to receive for receiving at least one 

6 request from a client to access at least one feature of a 

7 software program, each request including identification 

8 information concerning the user and a hardware 

9 configuration identifier concerning a computer associated 

10 with the user, wherein the hardware configuration identifier 

1 1 comprises information about a specific number of hardware 

12 components in the computer associated with the user, 

13 wherein the hardware configuration identifier comprises 
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1 4 information about a specific number a plurality of hardware 

15 components in the computer associated with the user; 

16 a software portion programmed to fe ivresponsive to receiving a 

1 7 request, rotrioving retrieve stored software license 

1 8 information concerning the user, the stored software license 

19 information corresponding to the received identification 

20 information and including a stored hardware configuration 

2 1 identifier concerning the computer associated with the user 

22 and a stored hardware configuration identifier modification 

23 date, wherein the stored hardware configuration identifier 

24 comprises information that is previously stored regarding a 

25 specific number p lurality of the hardware components of 

26 the computer system^; 

27 a software portion programmed to compare for comparing t he 

28 received hardware configuration identifier to the stored 

29 hardware configuration identifier, to determine whether the 

30 received hardware configuration identifier is acc e ptably 

3 1 similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier by 

32 determining whether the information about a sp e cific 

33 plurality n umber of hardware components in both the 

34 hardware configuration identifiers is identical; 

35 a software portion programmed to, responsive to the received 

36 hardware configuration identifier being identical to the 

37 stored hardware configuration identifier, return software 

38 license information concerning the user to the client; 

39 a software portion programmed to, responsive to the received 

40 hardware configuration identifier being acceptably similar 

41 but not identical to the stored hardware configuration 

42 identifier, compare the stored hardware configuration 

43 identifier modification date with a current date; and 
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44 a software portion programmed to. responsive to the current date 

45 being later than the stored hardware configuration identifier 

46 modification date and the difference between the current 

47 date and the stored hardware configuration modification 

48 date being greater than a permitted value, a softwar e 

49 portion r eturn for returning software license information 

50 concerning the user to the client. 

1 30. (Canceled). 

1 31. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 30 claim 29 

2 further comprising: 

3 a software portio n programmed to - fef . responsive to the current 

4 date being later than the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier modification date and the difference between the 

6 current date and the stored hardware configuration 

7 modification date being greater than a permitted value fe e 

8 current date satisfying a specified modification froquoncy : 

9 updating u pdate t he stored software license information 

1 0 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 1 hardware configuration identifier with the received 

12 hardware configuration identifier; 

13 updating u pdate t he stored software license information 

1 4 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 5 hardware configuration identifier modification date 

16 with the current date; and 

17 r e turning return software license information concerning the user 

1 8 indicating that the user is licensed to run the software, the 

19 software license information including the received 

20 hardware configuration identifier and current date. 



7 

PB Amendment D INTU-990065 (final OAR).doc 



1 



32-42 (Canceled). 



1 43. (Currently amended) A computer program product executed on a 

2 computer system to perform a method for dynamically managing a user software 

3 license , wherein the program is executed on a computer system causing the 

4 performance of a method , the computer program product comprising: 

5 program code for starting a software program; 

6 program code for creating a current hardware configuration 

7 identifier of the computer associated with the user, 

8 wherein the hardware configuration identifier comprises 

9 information about a sp e cific numb e r p lurality of hardware 

1 0 components in the computer associated with the user; 

1 1 program code for retrieving stored software license information 

12 concerning user, the license information including a 

13 hardware configuration identifier of a computer associated 

14 with the user and a hardware configuration identifier 

15 modification date, wherein the stored hardware 

1 6 configuration identifier comprises information that is 

1 7 previously stored regarding a sp e cific numb e r p lurality of 

1 8 the hardware components of the computer system,; 

19 program code for comparing the current hardware configuration 

20 identifier to the stored hardware configuration identifierj-^ 

21 to determine whether the received hardware configuration 

22 identifier is similar to the stored hardware configuration 

23 identifier; 

24 program code for, responsive to the received hardware 

25 configuration identifier being identical to the stored 

26 hardware configuration identifier, retuming software 

27 license information concerning the user to the client; 

28 program code for, responsive to the received hardware 

29 configiiration identifier being similar but not identical to 
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30 the stored hardware configuration identifier, comparing the 

31 stored hardware configuration identifier modification date 

32 with a current date; and 

33 program code for, responsive to the current date being later than 

34 the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 

35 date and the difference between the current date and the 

36 stored hardware configuration modification date being 

37 greater than a permitted value, returning software license 

38 information concerning the user to the client: and 

39 a computer readable medium on which the program codes are 

40 stored. 

1 44. (Canceled). 

1 45 . (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 'I'l 

2 claim 43 further comprising: 

3 program code for, responsive to the current date being later than 

4 the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 

5 date and the difference between the current date and the 

6 stored hardware configuration modification date being 

7 greater than a permitted value t h e curr e nt dat e satisfying a 

8 specified modification fi-oqucncy : 

9 updating the stored software license information 

1 0 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 1 hardware configuration identifier with the current 

12 hardware configuration identifier; 

13 updating the stored software license information 

14 concerning the user by replacing the stored 

1 5 hardware configuration identifier modification date 

16 with the current date; and 

1 7 allowing the user to run the software program. 
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1 



46 - 54 (Canceled). 



1 55. (Currently amended) The server method of claim 2 claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 responsive to the current date net-being later than the stored 

4 hardware configuration identifier modification date and and 

5 the difference between the current date and the stored 

6 hardware configuration modification date not being greater 

7 than a permitted value, tho current date not satisfying a 

8 specified modification fi-equency : 

9 determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 

10 program; and wherein 

1 1 returning software license information concerning the user to the 

12 client comprises returning software license information 

13 indicating that the user is not licensed to run the software. 

1 56. (Previously presented) The server method of claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier being 

4 identical to the stored hardware configuration identifier, 

5 returning software license information concerning the user 

6 to the client indicating that the user is licensed to run the 

7 software. 

1 57. (Previously presented) The server method of claim 1 fiirther 

2 comprising: 

3 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier not 

4 being acceptably similar to the stored hardware 

5 configuration identifier and not being identical to the stored 

6 hardware configuration identifier: 
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7 determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 

8 program; and wherein 

9 returning software license information concerning the user to the 

10 client comprises returning software license information 

1 1 indicating that the user is not licensed to run the software. 

1 58. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 30 claim 29 

2 ftirther comprising: 

3 a software portion programmed tofe f , responsive to the current 

4 date not being later than the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier modification date and the difference between the 

6 current date and the stored hardware configuration 

7 modification date being greater than a permitted 

8 value. curront date not satisfying a specified modification 

9 frequency : 

1 0 determining determine that the user is not licensed to run 

1 1 the software program; and 

12 returning return software license information indicating that the 

1 3 user is not licensed to run the software to the client. 

1 59. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 29 ftirther 

2 comprising: 

3 a software portion for, responsive to the received hardware 

4 configuration identifier being identical to the stored 

5 hardware configuration identifier, returning software 

6 license information concerning the user to the client 

7 indicating that the user is licensed to run the software. 

1 60. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 29 ftirther 

2 comprising: 
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3 a software portion for, responsive to the received hardware 

4 configuration identifier not being acceptably similar to the 

5 stored hardware configuration identifier and not being 

6 identical to the stored hardware configuration identifier: 

7 determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 

8 program; and 

9 returning software license information indicating that the user is not licensed to 
1 0 run the software to the client. 

1 61. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 44 

2 claim 43 further comprising: 

3 program code for, responsive to the current date not being later 

4 than the stored hardware configuration identifier 

5 modification date and the and the difference between the 

6 current date and the stored hardware configuration 

7 modification date not being greater than a permitted value. 

8 curr e nt dat e not satisfying a sp e cifi e d modification 

9 frequency, t erminating the software program, such that the 
1 0 user cannot run the software program. 

1 62. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 

2 claim 43 further comprising: 

3 program code for, responsive to the current date not being later 

4 than the stored hardware configuration identifier 

5 modification date and the and the difference between the 

6 current date and the stored hardware configuration 

7 modification date not bcinu greater than a permitted value. 

8 current date not satisfying a spocifiod modification 

9 fr e qu e ncy, p erforming at least one step from a group of 
1 0 steps comprising : 
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1 1 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is 

12 not licensed to run the software program; 

13 providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a 

14 license to run the software program; 

1 5 allowing the user to run the software program without a 

16 license for a limited time only; and 

1 7 allowing the user to run the software program without a 

1 8 license a limited number of times only. 

1 63 . (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43 

2 further comprising: 

3 program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

4 identifier being identical to the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier, allowing the user to run the software program. 
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